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Central elements of the start page
of the module „military capacities
and means" are

the map window,

the level selection menu with 
which maps can be shown or
hidden,

the portal menu,

a short introduction into the 
content and the concept below 
the map window,

the navigation at the end of
the page to further data
included in other modules, as
well as further operational 
tools.
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When you activate map layers, the page view of the portal 

changes. The introductory text disappears and other 

elements become visible below the map window. The 

module page then shows:

the map window, 

the level selection menu,

the legend and information about the level selected,

information graphics if available,

info texts that correspond with the content of the 

layer(s) if available,

besides links to further modules in the portal menu 

links to the sub-menus of the module:  

Backgrounders, complex information graphics, 

glossary, bibliography, short manual
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The module “Military capacities and means” is divided in three thematic fields:

Military resources

Militarization

Weapons trade By clicking on the
symbol an explanatory
backgrounder on the 
topics appear in a pop-
up window.

By clicking on the name
of a sub-topic or a 
single layer you get
further information
about it.

One example is given
on the next page.
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Example definition from the sub-chapter “Military resources”.
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The thematic field of military resources is
again divided in three chapters.

The chapter on global military 
expenditures shows data on military 
spending worldwide. You can compare the 
status of various countries.  

The chapter on military personnel 
shows data on the amount of military
personnel of a country. 

The chapter on heavy weapons systems 
shows the amount of heavy weapons that can 
be found in the respective countries.   
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After having selected a map layer, 
another section (further layers from other 
modules) is shown in some cases below the 
thematic fields of the module, which 
permits you to combine additional layers 
from other modules with that layer.
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When you have selected a map layer, other layers of the module are greyed out. Only
those layers in the level selection menu remain active that can be combined with the
already selected layer(s). You can select up to three levels of information at the same 
time.
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Having selected one or more map 
layers, you can call up short 
explanations on the information shown 
in the map window by clicking on the 
name of the respective map layer in the
level selection menu. This information 
is shown in a pop-up window.
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Info texts and information graphics offer further, more in-depth information on the data and 
information prepared as maps.  After having selected one layer in the level selection menu, all 
info texts linked with individual map layers and corresponding information graphics
are shown below the map window and can be opened from there. 
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With the country / region options 
menu below the map, you can 
directly select countries or regions 
in the map which will be zoomed 
in in the map window. For this, you 
will have to select regions or 
countries from a drop-down menu

or directly key in names of 
countries or regions in the search 
field.

You can show/hide the menu to 
select topic-related maps by 
clicking the control element 
"level selection." 
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You can obtain more detailed data on selected map layers on individual countries when 
clicking on a country of your choice, for instance, the United States. In 2013, the United 
States spent US $618.68 billion on arms.
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All country data made available are pooled in the country portraits. The short manual for the 
entire portal describes in detail how you can access them from the portal menu. You can access 
the manual from each module via the sub-menu short manual.

You can also call up the country 
portraits within a module. Via the on-
click element of the interactive map—it 
opens after having clicked on a 
country—simply click "show country 
portrait".    
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You can compare selected countries with the function country comparison. 

In the comparison menu , you can select up to two further countries that you want to 
compare. The results are shown below the comparison menu as a table. 
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Besides links to the short manuals and the explanatory film, 
the menu of the module offers redirections to overview 
pages for backgrounders, info texts and information graphics. 

With one click, you can open, 
print or save the information 
graphics as a pdf (A4 format).  
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The glossary explains important terms occurring in the 
module. You can find explanations and links to the sources 
used for the modules in the bibliography. You can access both 
overview pages also via the module menu. 
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The short manual to the entire portal, which you can access from each module via the 
sub-menu short manual and via the menu navigation and operation offers a basic 
introduction to the structure and functioning of the Information Portal.

At the end of each page of the Information Portal, 
you will be able to access data tables, country 
portraits and the overview page of navigation 
and operation.

The portal menu and the page end menu offer easy access to important pages and 
menus of the portal from all pages of the Information Portal. 
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To find your way around the Information Portal more easily, you can find a guide at 
navigation and operation.

You can access this guide via the link in the portal menu or via page end menu.
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All information on the publishers, editors, contacts and topics regarding data protection is provided 
in the imprint.  

You can access the imprint via the link in the portal menu or or via page end navigation.
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